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OFFICERS:

President: Steve Thompson
Fantastic Caverns, MO 417-833-2010
sthompson@fantasticcaverns.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Vice President: Eric Evans
Ohio Caverns, OH 937-465-4017
crcave@ctcn.net

National Caves Association - Susan Berdeaux, Coordinating Director

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

P.O. Box 280, Park City, KY 42160 susan@cavern.com 270-749-2228 fax 270-749-2428

Secretary Treasurer: Susan Berdeaux
Diamond Caverns, KY 270-749-2228
susan@cavern.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Past President: Brad Wuest
Natural Bridge Caverns, TX 210-651-6101
bwuest@naturalbridgecaverns.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

REGIONAL DIRECTORS

Region One:
(CT, DE, ME, MA, NH, NJ, NY, PA, RI, VT)
Greg Beckler Natural Stone Bridge & Caves
518-494-2283 gbeckler@frontiernet.net
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Region Two: (MD, VA, WV, KY)
Rod Graves - Luray Caverns, VA
540-743-6551 rod.graves@luraycaverns.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Region Three: (IL,IN, MI, OH)
Claudia Yundt - Squire Boone Caverns, IN
812-732-4382 claudia@squireboone.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Region Four: (IA, KS, MO, NE)
David Thompson - Bridal Cave, MO
573-346-2676 info@bridalcave.com

HAPPY SPRING!
The daffodils are blooming, the fields are greening – it appears spring is
really trying to get here in Kentucky.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Region Five: (MN, MT, ND, SD, WI)
Joe Klimczak - Cave of the Mounds, WI
608-437-3038 joe@caveofthemounds.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

BUSINESS SURVEY

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The NCA Business Survey is ready for your participation. The link will
only be open through April 15. It is recommended that you print out the
survey first, fill it in and then go back on line to complete it. Once you
have your information, it should only take 10-15 minutes of your time.
http://www.travel-research.net/nca

Region Six : (CA, ID, NV, OR, WA)
Steve Fairchild – Moaning Cavern, CA
209-736-0330 steve@caverntours.com
Region Seven: (AZ, CO, NM, UT, WY)
Steve Runkle - Cave of the Winds, CO
719-685-5444 rsr@caveofthewinds.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Region Eight: (AR, LA, OK, TX)
Michelle Devaney - Longhorn Caverns, TX
830-598-CAVE michelle@vtrc.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Region Nine: (AL, FL, GA, MS, NC, SC, TN,)
Patty Perlaky – Raccoon Mt. Caverns, TN
423-821-9403 caveperl@yahoo.com

MEMBERSHIP DUES

So that our treasurer does not have to attempt to guess what your
attendance is this next fiscal year, please check your records and be sure
you made your second dues payment, after the dues increase was voted
in at last fall’s meeting. Notices were sent in November with the new dues
structure. If you are an ‘A’ cave, your dues went up $50. If you are a ‘B’
or a ‘C’ cave, your rates also went up; please refer to the new division of attendance and send a check
accordingly. Unless you waited till after the meeting and paid the new rate, everyone should have made 2
dues payments. It is critical that the office knows which category to bill you for next year. We have
approximately one-third of the membership to go before we’re all caught up. If you have not done so, please
make that second payment. If you need the new dues structure again, or if you are unsure if you owe any
money, please call the office at your earliest convenience.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Region Ten: (AK, HI, Bermuda, International)
Jeanne Gurnee – Goodlettsville, TN
615-264-0019 jgurneeNSS@aol.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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MONTHLY SUMMARIES
Don’t forget to go to the members’ side of the NCA website to share your monthly attendance information. You
may fill in as many months as you choose. While we were waiting for the summaries to go online, we got out
of the habit of doing these. Now that we’re good to go, let’s get back up to speed, as everyone likes knowing
how we’re all doing.

CAVE FOR SALE
Mystic and Crystal Dome Caverns, located near the town of Harrison, Arkansas, are for sale with twenty-nine
acres (more or less) for $1,200,000. This price includes an undeveloped cave on the property called "Not Much
Sink"(it was named before the pretty part of the cave was discovered). This price does not include gift shop
inventory. If you have any questions, you may contact Steve Rush (General Manager) at 1-888-743-1739 or
Rita Huff with Century 21 Action Realty at 870-741-3408 or cell 870-715-0047.

GPS UNITS AND YOUR CAVE
ON THE MAP...so to speak. Today's younger or tech savvy travelers could not even imagine the trials &
tribulations of using a paper highway map...much less figure out how to fold one back up. Today, travelers are
addicted to technology for everything. And that includes driving directions. The invention of the GPS system
has allowed one to get virtually anywhere without stopping to ask directions. As a matter of fact, many Tourist
Information Centers across the nation attribute their decline in visitation directly to handheld GPS's. Not only
do the devices give turn by turn directions, they also list restaurants, hotels, and points of interest (attractions).
Is your cave listed? If not, visitors may be passing you by...especially the younger, tech savvy sector of the
market. So how do you make sure you are listed? First off, get a GPS or borrow one to see if you are indeed
listed. If you are not listed, you will need to get your GPS address..you can find this by visiting
www.googleearth.com for a free download that will allow you to pin point your cave and exact GPS address.
Once you have the address...visit the GPS manufacturer websites to update their POI's (Point of Interest)
listing. There are two leaders in the industry:
Garmin http://www8.garmin.com/cartography/mapSource/errorForm.jsp
TomTom http://mapfeedback.teleatlas.com/index.htm.
You may be surprised just who is not listed. If you have problems doing this yourself, you might want to enlist
the help of your local Chamber of Commerce or Visitors & Convention Bureau. If your cave is not listed, there
is a good chance a lot in your area isn't either. Welcome to the future.

NCA GREEN CARDS
As we all start hiring for the season, the office is getting many requests for “NCA Passes”. We want to take
this opportunity to remind you that not all caves participate in this program – in fact, state and national parks
are not equipped to honor those as complimentary admission. Please advise your staff so they do not call the
office asking why they can’t get into a cave for free.
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THANK YOU FROM THE INSURANCE COMMITTEE
The Insurance Committee would like to thank these Cave owners/operators for their hospitality when we visited
them along with the Executive Committee as part of the Mid Winter Meeting in Springfield, Mo. We thank
Bridal Cave and David Thompson; Cosmic Cavern and Rand Langover; Fantastic Caverns and President
Thompson; Jacob’s Cave and Frank Hurley; Meramec Caverns and Les Turilli. One of our groups was on their
way to Blanchard Springs Caverns and Bob Reeves; however they could not visit the cave because it was
closed due to a severe storm which had done a lot of damage in the area. There was also a visit to OUL at
Tumbling Creek Cave and Tom Aley and staff. Each cave visited had something unique. The Insurance
Committee, along with the Executive Committee, thanks each of you for the opportunity to visit your caves and
we hope that you and your staff enjoyed the visit as much as we did.

Steve Runkle
Chair, Insurance Committee

BYLAWS
Your NCA Bylaws Committee’s task of preparing amendments to the Bylaws is nearing an end! Thanks to the
Bylaws Committee, Board members and all of you who have helped. Here is a brief recap to get everyone up
to speed on this important project.
The Bylaws Committee presented the Board with a revised working draft for discussion during the Mid Winter
meeting back in February. We had a lot of great discussion and the Board made many decisions which really
helped move the project along.
The Bylaws Committee is now putting the final touches on the Proposed Bylaws with a deadline of April 1st to
send to the Board. This new version of the Proposed Bylaws has been reorganized and reformatted from what
all of you have previously received. We feel it flows better, is easier to read and find things with a table of
contents. We also feel that the Bylaws Committee and Board have considered and addressed all the areas of
concern that members have brought up to us.
You will receive a Board approved copy of the Proposed Bylaws sometime in May. We hope you like it! As
always your Regional Director will be available for any questions you have or you can contact any of the NCA
Officers, Bylaws Committee members or me.
Also at the Mid Winter meeting, the Board decided that it would be most appropriate for the Membership to
vote on the amendments to the Bylaws at the Annual Business Meeting during the Pennsylvania Convention
this October.
We feel these amendments accomplish many important things for the NCA, they will strengthen our
organization and they will stand the test of time. Please carefully review your copy, talk to us about it and
attend the meeting in Pennsylvania to cast your vote of support. Thanks!
Happy spring,

Brad Wuest, Past President & Bylaws Committee Chair
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EVENTS
In January 2008, over 300 sixth grade students, over three consecutive days, arrived at Luray Caverns for a
field trip designed to better understand the world of karst terrain and water quality. This year marked the
second annual event with hopes that the Page County school board and Luray Caverns will be able to
institutionalize this as an annual field trip and integrate it into the sixth grade curricula. This program was
designed to meet numerous Virginia Standards of Learning (SOLS). For more information, please contact
Chris Anderson 540-743-4808 or Jill Keihn 540-743-1050. Luray Caverns also hosted a community-wide adult
workshop entitled “Karst and Your Drinking Water”. Speakers from the state Department of Environmental
Quality and Department of Conservation and Recreation provided PowerPoint presentations. Luray Caverns
has been involved in these local educational outreach programs by hosting these events and providing detailed
geology tours which highlight and reinforce topics discussed in the workshops.
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